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His melancholy at its meridian.        [A.D.1765.
may have been affected for the moment, certain it is that the honours which his great work procured him, both at home and abroad, were very grateful to him1. His friend the Earl of Corke and Orrery, being at Florence, presented it to the Acadcmia delta Crusca. That Academy sent Johnson their Vocabulario, and the French Academy sent him their Diction-naire, which Mr. Langton had the pleasure to convey to him2.
It must undoubtedly seem strange, that the conclusion of his Preface should be expressed in terms so desponding, when it is considered that the authour was then only in his forty-sixth year. But we must ascribe its gloom to that miserable dejection of spirits to which he was constitutionally subject, and which was aggravated by the death of his wife two years before3. I have heard it ingeniously observed by a lady of rank and elegance, that 'his melancholy was then at its meridian4.' It pleased GOD to grant him almost thirty years of life
written with little assistance of the learned, and without any patronage of the great; not in the soft obscurities of retirement, or under the shelter of academick bowers, but amidst inconvenience and distraction, in sickness and in sorrow.' Works, v. pp. 49- 51. . Thomas War-ton wrote to his brother :—' I fear his preface will disgust by the expressions of his consciousness of superiority, and of his contempt of patronage.' Wooll's WiwYorc, p. 231.
' That praise was slow in coming is shown by his letter to Mr. Burney, written two years and eight months after the publication of the Dictionary. 'Your praise,' he wrote, 'was welcome, not only because I believe it was sincere, but because praise has been very scarce. . . . Yours is the only letter of good-will that I have received; though, indeed, I am promised something of that sort from Sweden.' Post, Dec. 24, 1757.
* In the Edinburgh Review (No. I, 1755)—a periodical which only lasted two years—there is a review by Adam Smith of Johnson's Dictionary.
Smith admits the ' very extraordinary merit' of the author. ' The plan,' however, 'is not sufficiently grammatical.' To explain what ho intends, he inserts 'an article or two froan Mr. Johnson, and opposes to them the same articles, digested in the manner which we would have wished him to have followed.' lie takes the words but and Jiumaur. One part of his definition of humour is curious—'something which comes upon a man by fits, which ho can neither command nor restrain, and which is not perfectly consistent with true politeness.' This essay has not, I believe, been reprinted.
3  She died in March   1752 ;   the Dictionary was published   in April I7SS-
4  In the Preface'he writes (Works, v.   49) :—' Much   of   my    life  lias been lost under the pressures of disease;  much has been trifled away; and much has always been spent in provision for the day that was passing over  me.'     In   his   fine  Latin poem luwfli aeavrAv 'he has left,' says Mr. Murphy (Life, p. 82), ' a picture
after which it condemns ; yet it may gratify curiosity to iufonu it, that the English Dictionary was
